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*This orchestra handbook is for the J.C. Booth Orchestra members and their parents.  

This manual gives information regarding the orchestra program at Booth and also 

contains the policies and regulations of the orchestra program.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



J. C. Booth Middle School 

250 Peachtree Pkwy 

Peachtree City, GA 30269 

 

Phone 770-631-3240 

Email moran.amanda@mail.fcobe.org 

Web Site: jcboothstrings.org 

 

 

 

Parents and Students, 

 

Welcome back!  I am very excited about being your orchestra teacher this year.  I hope that the following 

information will provide you with the information that you need to know about the orchestra program at 

Booth.  I am looking forward to working with such a great group of students this year.  The easiest way to 

get in touch with me is by email!! 

 

Please be sure and read carefully all of the information listed in the handbook. 

 

Please provide me with the following information for my records and return it by August 

12
th

. This form will be your child’s first grade for the year. 

 

Students Name_____________________________________ 

 

Parents or Guardians Name________________________________ 

 

Home Phone____________________________ 

 

Work Phone_____________________________ 

 

Mailing Address__________________________________________________ 

 

Instrument______________________________ 

 

Serial Number (located inside the instrument)______________________________ 

(If you can’t find it I can help) 

 

Parents email address_________________________________________(please print carefully) 

Please make this the parents not the students email address.  I will be doing a lot of communication by 

email this year.  You will not receive junk mail.  

 

I have read the orchestra handbook and have marked my calendar with all of the concert dates. 

 

 ___________________________________ 

Parent Signature 

 

*Please combine totals such as Notebook, uniform and shirts fees, hoodies, booster membership etc.  Please 

make checks or money order payable to Booth Middle School. 
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PRIVATE LESSONS 

Private lessons are the best way for students to improve on their individual playing habits.  They are also 

the best means of developing the refined, mature playing habits that help students compete for honors such 

as:  District Honor Orchestra, first chair positions and All State Orchestra.  Most All State Orchestra 

members begin private instruction at an early age and study and practice diligently.  I would like to 

encourage all parents to consider private lessons for your child.  

 

There is a list of private instructors on the web site. 

 

CLASSROOM GRADING 

At the end of each nine weeks each students practice, playing and written tests and participation grades will 

be averaged together.  Students can lose points off their final grade for lack of instrument or materials 

needed for class.  Extra credit can be gained by going to a professional performance i.e. The Atlanta 

Symphony, play, chorus or band concert.  The student must present a program from the performance.  

 

Weekly Practice Grade:  10 % - Please record practice on the practice sheets provided.  Total the points 

for the week and turn in every Friday.  This is you homework for orchestra.  Practice sheets can be 

downloaded on our website jcboothstrings.org 

 

 100 min. = 100 

90 – 99 min. = 95 

80 – 89 min. = 90 

70 –79  min. = 85 

30 – 69 min. = 80 

1-29 min. = 75 

0 min = 0 

110 min = 110 (extra credit) 

 

Tests: 50% 

 

Participation: 40% - Participation includes bringing class supplies, proper behavior, cooperation, concert 

and rehearsal attendance.   

 

Grading Scale:   

 90-100 A 

80-89 B 

71-79 C  

70 D 

 

CLASS SUPPLIES 

            Violin and Viola Instrument       Cello and Bass  Instrument 

   Rosin      Rosin 

   Shoulder Rest     Endpin Holder 

   Small Soft Cloth                   Small Soft Cloth 

   Pencil      Pencil 

   Music      Music 

 

*Folding music stand for practice at home. 

 

Music Books 

 8
th

 Grade:   Essential Elements Book 3  

7
th

 Grade:  Essential Elements 2000 Book 2  

6
th

 Grade Advanced:  Essential Elements 2000 Book 2 

6
th

 Grade Beginning:  Essential Elements 2000 Book 1 

 



Where do I buy/rent a stringed instrument???? 
 
 

Attina’s Music Store, Inc.   
735 W. Lanier Ave., Hwy 54 
Fayetteville, GA  30214 
(770) 461-2699 
 
Music and Arts – located at “The Avenue” in Peachtree City 
308 City Circle Suite #1420 
Peachtree City, GA  30269 
(770) 632-0330 
 
Squires Music (sales ONLY – no rentals) 
Mark and Sonia Squires 
155 Cherokee Place 
Fayetteville, GA  30215 
(678) 817-9010 
(hours by appointment only) 
 
 
Squires has instruments starting at $170.00 for instrument, bow and case.  Attina’s has violin 
starting at $299.99 and cellos for $400.00.  Most of the time buying is cheaper then renting. 
 
 

“Violin-Shaped Objects” 
  
On behalf of other string teachers, violin shops, and beginning players across the 
country, please avoid the temptation to buy a cheap internet-auction violin outfit 
commonly known as a VSO ɀ ȰÖÉÏÌÉÎ-shaped object.ȱ 
  
VSO's look like violins but a very high percentage of them are virtually unplayable 
due to innumerable structural and set-up problems.  Many well-meaning people 
bring their VSO's to violin shops around the country and are disappointed to find 
out that the repairs needed to make their VSO playable far exceed both the price 
they paid for the instrument and the price of  a properly made and set up 
instrument without any of the problems of a VSO. 
 
If you have any questions at all about instrument rental or purchase, please do not 
hesitate to contact me!   
 
 

Amanda Moran 
JC Booth Orchestra Director 

770-631-3240  
moran.amanda@mail.fcboe.org 

mailto:moran.amanda@mail.fcboe.org


 

School Owned Instruments 
Booth Orchestra owns a few instruments.  Students who choose to play the bass will get to use a school 

bass.  If for some reason you are unable to rent or purchase an instrument because of financial reasons you 

may use one of the school instruments for a fee.  Please talk with Mrs. Moran.  This is on an at need basis.  

A Maintenance Agreement is in the back of this handbook.  A fee of $45.00 per student is charged.  This 

fee helps in maintaining the instrument.  The school will take care of normal wear and tear.  If an 

instrument is damaged because of misuse or careless handling, the student’s parent will be responsible for 

immediate repairs.   

**School violins and violas are available only to students who have an instrument being repaired in 

the shop.  Proof of the repair must be shown to Ms. Moran in order to use an instrument 

 

SCHOOL MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT 

Agreement for school owned instruments.   

This form is for students who are playing school owned instruments.  Instruments are provided on an as 

need basis.  Basses must pay this fee. 

 

Name________________________________________ 

Grade________________________________________ 

Instrument__________________________________ 

Serial # ____________________ 

Condition (see director)________________________________ 

 

____I will be responsible for ALL instrument maintenance and the costs of said maintenance incurred for 

the entire 2010-2011 school year on my child’s school owned instrument.  

 

Please include a check for $45.00.  This will cover costs of normal maintenance of the school owned 

instrument.   

I understand that my child is responsible for the proper handling and care of the school instrument assigned 

to him/her for the 2010-2011 school year. 

 

Student’s Name______________________________Date___________ 

 

Parent’s Name_______________________________Date___________ 

 

UNIFORMS 

Advanced 6
th

, Int. 7
th

 and Beginning 6
th 

 grade  orchestra only: 

Orchestra Shirt (Polo Style, listed in the forms), black pants, black socks, black shoes. 

 

Advanrced Orchestra Uniforms 

This year the Adv. group will be ordering uniforms.  We will have a day when we will measure the 

students for their sizes.  If you would like to order you daughter a special cut dress there is a 30.00 charge.  

We will also have someone that can hem the dresses when they come in for 10.00.  You can pay for the 

hemming at that time if you choose to use her.  Please make checks payable to JC Booth and have your 

money turned in by September 1
st
.  Please make sure that your child is wearing black dress shoes and 

black socks (boys) with their uniform. 

 

Boyôs Uniform Pakcage 40.00 (tuxedo pants, shirt, bow tie and cummerbund) 

Can be bought separately at the following prices: 

Wing-collar tux shirt $16.00 

Bow tie/cummerbund $14.00 

Black Dress Pants $19.00 

 

 

 



Girlôs uniform sizes: 

Adult sizes $53.00 

Youth sizes $51.00     *****Special cuts add $30.00  

** At the end of the year eighth graders may give their cleaned uniform to the director with a self-

addressed stamped envelope pinned to it.  Those who would like to purchase a used uniform may do so on 

a first-come first-serve basis for 35.00.   

 

REHEARSALS 

We will have a few after school rehearsals near performance times.  I will let the students know in 

advanced when these will be.  

 

BOOTH ORCHESTRA RULES 

1. Come to class prepared and on time. 

2. Please show the utmost respect for the podium.  Whenever anyone is on the podium, your 

attention is required.  There should be NO TALKING.  Failure to show respect will result in time 

out in the office, parent letters or disciplinary action by the administration. 

3. Follow directions the first time they are given. 

4. If it doesn’t belong to you, do not touch it!!  This applies to all instruments including the piano, as 

well as books, supplies, etc. 

5. No gum, food or drinks in the orchestra room.  

6. Keep up with your music.  Each student will receive a copy of all music to be rehearsed.  Please be 

sure to put your name on each piece of music. 

7. Follow all school rules.  Failure to abide by these rules could result in the lowering of grades.  

8. Please give your parents all correspondence that is sent home.   

 

Classroom Discipline 

 

 Strike 1:  Warning.  

 Strike 2:  Note in agenda, signed by parent 

 Strike 3:  Writing assignment completed at home, signed by parent and returned   

      the next day. 

 Strike 4:  Teacher detention.  Form must be signed and returned the next day of   

                            class.Strike 

              Strike 5:  Office referral 

 

 
PERFORMANCES/ATTENDANCE 

Membership in the Booth Orchestra Program automatically includes attendance of all rehearsals, sectionals, 

and performances.  Absences due to illness or family emergency will be honored, but please try to give the 

director at least 24 hours notice if possible.  An unexcused absence from a special rehearsal or performance 

will result in grade reduction and/or exemption from the Orlando Trip.  Students may choose to do an 

assigned make up assignment to make up their grade. 

 

Several of the things listed below are events that are not required but are available to the students.  The 

highlighted items are required functions. 

 

Coke Fundraiser Sale Aug 19-Sept 2 Delivery on Sept 16 

Fayette Youth Orchestra auditions Aug 29
th

 at Flat Creek Baptist Church 

Solo and Ensemble Deadline- Sept. 7, $ due by 8/27 

All State application deadline- Sept. 14 $ due by 8/27 

Concert Mark Woods String Project @ Villages Amphitheater in Fayetteville 7
th

 and 8
th

 grade only 

Concert October 4
th

  JC Booth Cafe 6
th

 grade only. 

Cheesecake Fundraiser Oct. 3-17 (proceeds will go towards students trips to Disney) 

All-State Orchestra first round auditions- Oct. 22nd  Mundy’s Mill High School 

GMEA District 6 Solo and Ensemble Nov. 5
th

 Jonesboro High School 



7
th

 and 8
th

 grade Disney Trip December 7-9.  

Winter Concert- December 12
th

 a MHS auditorium 7:00 pm all grades 

All County Orhcestra Auditions Jan 5th Flat Rock Middle School 

All County Rehearsals- Jan 13, 20, 21 and concert 21
st
 FRMS 

All State Final Auditions- Jan. 14
th

 at The Westminster School 

All State- Savannah, GA- March 3
rd

- 5
th

  

Performance Evaluation- March 19-20 @ Jonesboro Baptist Church- time TBA 

Spring Concert- May 14th 7:00 pm Booth MS Gym 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


